
The Town of Gibsons 
Heritage Registry 

When George Gibson and his two sons first 
landed near the site of Winegarden Park in 1886, 
they recognized the special beauty and potential 
of this area.  

The Gibson pre-emptions, and those of other 
settlers, eventually were incorporated into the 
Village of Gibson’s Landing in 1929, and 
expanded into the Town of Gibsons in 1965, now 
with a population of 4,000 within its 4 square mile 
boundaries. The Gibsons Heritage Inventory is a 
record of area buildings and natural features with 
important ties to our shared past. 

From the oldest building (St. Bartholomew’s 
Bethlehem Chapel) to one of the newest (the 
Wharfinger Building), Gibsons features fine 
examples of period architecture and building 
materials.   
The Gibsons Advisory Heritage Commission has 
embarked on an ambitious project to identify and 
record these character buildings and 
geographical features, and have created the 
Gibsons Heritage Inventory as a research tool for 
future generations.  

Phone: 604.886.2274 
Fax: 604.886.9735 

Email: info@town.gibsons.bc.ca 
Website:  www.town.gibsons.bc.ca 

Advisory Heritage Commission 
Box 340 
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Setting a standard for community 
service, generosity and hospitality that 
continues to this day, George Gibson 
donated land for the original Methodist 
(later, United) Church which stood next 
to the site of present-day Pioneer Park.  
His statue, sculpted and cast on the 
Sunshine Coast by reknowned artist 
Jack Harman, stands just a few feet 
from Gibson’s own final resting place, 
in the tiny family cemetery.   

Photo from Helen McCall collection 
Courtesy Sunshine Coast Museum & Archives 

FROM COWS TO PIGS:  Free-ranging cows enjoy 
the view from Armours Beach, c. 1938.  The first 
Town Hall (now the Pigs’ Rugby Clubhouse at 574 
Marine Drive) is to the right. 

ALSO OF INTEREST: 

 

 

 

 

Visit the  
Sunshine Coast Museum & Archives 

716 Winn Road, Gibsons BC   
(open Tues. - Sat., 10:30am - 4:30pm)  

for another look at our  
Coastal heritage! 

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH  
(Bethlehem Chapel) -  1892 

Corner North Road & Gibsons Way (Hwy. 101) 

The oldest building in Gibsons, it has served as the 
area’s Anglican Church for over 100 years. The building 
was recently restored incorporated into the new church 
as Bethlehem Chapel.  A 1901-vintage steamship bell 
and 70-pound brass bell call parishioners to worship. 

HERITAGE PLAYHOUSE (Women’s Institute Hall)   
662 North Road (Corner North Rd. & Gibsons Way) 

Designated Heritage Site (1989).  The Women’s Institute Hall served 
as a cultural centre from the date of its construction in 1929 (by volun-
teers) until the 1960s. Following extensive restoration (by volunteers) in 
1998-99, it reopened in March, 2000 as the Heritage Playhouse and is 
again the cultural hub of the community.  
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